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in accusing Mm of deserting Ms principles. TMs method
of treatment they persisted in after he became President,
in spite of the fact that in every public office that he held
he accomplished more of the results which they professed
to desire than any other public man of Ms time. They
would not reconcile themselves to his refusal to follow their
method of political conduct in preference to his own. In
the case of the Governorship nomination, they had sought
to force Platt to endorse their nomination of Eoosevelt in-
stead of having him nominated by the Eepublican party,
and when they failed in this effort they refused to support
Eoosevelt because Platt had nominated him in another way.
Finally, they put in the field a complete Independent ticket
and when election day arrived it polled a total vote of 2,103,
which was less than an average of one vote for each election
district of the State.

Eoosevelt was nominated unanimously for Governor by
the Eepublican Convention on September 27, and made a
vigorous campaign. Platt says in his ' Autobiography' :

"Eoosevelt made a dramatic campaign. He fairly
pranced about the State. He called a spade a ' spade/ a
crook a icrook.' The Bough Eider romped home on election
day with over 17,000 plurality.

"I have always maintained that no man besides Eoose-
velt could have accomplished that feat in 1898."

Immediately following the election, John Hay, then Sec-
retary of State, wrote to him as follows:

" While you are Governor, I believe the party can be
made solid as never before. You have already shown that
a man may be absolutely honest and yet practical; a re-
former by instinct and a wise politician; brave, bold, and
uncompromising, and yet not a wild ass of the desert. The
exMbition made by the professional Independents in voting
against you for no reason on earth except that somebody
else was voting for you, is a lesson that is worth its cost/'

Eoosevelt was inaugurated Governor on January 1,1899,
and in a brief address he outlined clearly the course of